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Commissioner for Patents 
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Reply to Office Action Issued June 27; 2008 

Dear Sir: 

Claims 1-82 are pending in the instant application. The Examiner has concluded 

that restriction to one of the following three groups is necessary: 

Group I - Claims 1-6, 1 1-23 and 44-46, drawn to a process of making a film. 
Group II - Claims 8, 24-32 and 64-82, drawn to a process of making a multilayer 
film. 

Group III - Claims 7, 9, 10, 33-43 and 47-63, drawn to a process of making a film 
comprising a microencapsulate component. 
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The Examiner explains in the Office action that the inventions listed as Groups I, 
II and III do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features since 
Group I is drawn to a process of producing a film comprising at least one water soluble 
polymer and one gas-forming agent in an aqueous medium is not the Applicant's 
contribution over the art. The Examiner refers to U.S. published application number 
2003/0224090 (Pearce, et al.) which teaches incorporating sodium bicarbonate in a candy 
where the candy is formulated into a film. The Examiner further states that the reference 
teaches that the compositions are made into solutions, cast or poured and then dried. 

The Applicants object to the instant restriction requirement, with traverse. The 
Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's position as set forth above and 
which is set forth in the Office action, pages 2-3. In particular, the Applicants submit that 
the Examiner's position that "Group I drawn to a process of producing a film ... in an 
aqueous medium is not the Applicant's contribution over the art" is not in accordance 
with the recitation of present claim 1. Present claim 1 recites "dissolving or suspending 
the components in a solvent or suspending agent that is substantially free from water " 
(emphasis added). It is submitted that it would be clear to one skilled in the art that 
"substantially free from water" (present claim 1) is the opposite of "aqueous" (cited prior 
art). 

The Applicant hereby elects the claims of Group I (which includes claims 1-6, 11- 
23 and 44-46, drawn to a process of making a film. 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned if there are any remaining issues 
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to be discussed which could expedite the prosecution of the present application. 



D. Peter Hochberg Co., L.P.A. 
1940 E. 6 th St. -6 th Floor 
Cleveland, OH 44114-2294 
(216) 771-3800 
DPH/SM 
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